
Suggest 
 

 

 
 

DESCRIPTION 

Present a possible case, to 

propose an idea, solution or 

answer. 

 
 
 

TYPICAL TARIFF 

• 1 mark 

• 2 marks 

• 4 marks 

• 6 marks 

• 9 marks 

 
 
 

TYPICAL AO 

AO1 and AO2 – 

demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding. 

AO3 – application of 

knowledge and/or evaluation. 

AO4 – geographical and 

fieldwork skills. 
 
 
 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS 
 

 

Students should: 

• understand that ‘suggest’ is one of the 

most common command words and used 

in many different ways, eg: 

• similarly to ‘outline’ and ‘describe’ 

• similarly to explain: 'suggest one 

reason', 'suggest how' 

• to evaluate in 9-mark questions 

• refer back to the question in answers using 

words from the question 

 
• use key geographical terms 

• cover ‘why’, ‘what’ and ‘how’ to develop 

answers and evaluate where appropriate 

• make references to the stimulus explicit 

and relevant eg, ‘I can see… in Figure 1… 

which shows that…’ 

• extend ideas with phrases like 

‘because…’, ‘this leads to…’, ‘this means 

that…’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

36 © 2020 AQA 



COMMAND(s) 

 

Paper 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

EXAMPLES 
 

 

Using Figure 2 and your 

own understanding, suggest 

how plate movements cause 

tectonic hazards in Iceland. 

[6 marks, AO2 and AO3] 

2018 

Using Figure 10, suggest one 

reason why this coastline 

has suitable conditions for 

the formation of sand dunes. 

[1 mark, AO3] 2018 

Using Figure 9, suggest 

how ecotourism can 

help in managing tropical 

rainforests sustainably. 

[2 marks, AO3] 2018 
 

 
 

EXAMPLE RESPONSE 

Suggest one reason why 

life satisfaction scores 

vary between countries. 

[1 mark, AO2] SAMs 3 

Suggest how one or more 

strategies might reduce 

regional differences in the 

UK. [9 marks, AO1, AO2 
and AO3] SAMs 3 

Suggest one way 

microfinance loans can help 

to reduce the development 

gap. [1 mark, AO1] SAMs 3 

Suggest one alternative 

method of presenting the 

information shown on Figure 8. 

[1 mark, AO4] SAMs 1 

Suggest why median and 

interquartile values are useful 

when comparing data such 

as that shown in Figure 7. 
[4 marks, AO3 and AO4] 

SAMs 3 

Suggest why people living in 

cities in LICs/NEEs such as 

Kolkata are more vulnerable 

to natural hazards than 

people living in cities in HICs. 

Use Figure 5 and your own 

understanding to support your 

answer. [6 marks, AO2 and 

AO3] SAMs 1 
 

Using Figure 2 and your own understanding, suggest how plate movements cause tectonic 

hazards in Iceland. 

[6 marks] 2018 
 

 

L3/5-mark answer: 

AO2 – Demonstrating developed understanding how plate movements cause tectonic hazards 

AO3 – Demonstrating application of knowledge to stimulus (annotated map of Iceland) 

The Mid-Atlantic ridge is a constructive plate margin, where the two plates, the North American Plate  

and the Eurasian Plate move apart. The lack of crust allows magma to break through the thin crust  

remaining and as it breaks through the crust, due to convection currents it creates violent periods  

of groundshaking, which are earthquakes. Also a conservative plate boundaries will create shield  

volcanoes such as Eyjafjallajökull, which in 2011 erupted causing widespread destruction on a social,  

economic and environmental level. Earthquakes caused by the motion of plates will damage buildings  

and other infrastructure and may disrupt people’s way of life. 

 
Examiner commentary: 

Has the idea of convection currents as mechanism. Recognises constructive margin (though 

inaccurately describes as conservative), type of volcano, example and nature of hazards and their 

implications. Strong AO2 and clear application understanding, so low level 3 as best fit. Further 

development of the hazards (earthquakes and volcanoes) required. Level 3: 5 marks 
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