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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR YEAR 11 PARENT CONSULTATION 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The impact of COVID-19 has clearly had far reaching consequences on our students and particularly 
your son or daughter preparing for their GCSE exams this Summer.  We are really pleased that many 
of you will be meeting your child’s teacher at our virtual parent consultation on Thursday and to help 
to make the most of your appointment, we have produced an information booklet which contains the 
subject specific answers to some of the questions that you might have, thus freeing you up to speak 
about your child’s progress in the appointment. 
 
What follows are two questions that apply to all subjects, followed by Subject specific responses.  
Please feel free to use the contents page to jump straight to the subjects that are relevant to you and 
your child.  In addition, if you would like further information regarding our Sixth Form and the courses 
that are available for September 2022 then please click on this link.  Sixth Form - St Edwards School 
(st-edwards.poole.sch.uk) 
 
I hope that you have an informative evening. 
 
Ian Henry 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

Q Are there going to be GCSE Exams this summer?  

In November the DFe announced that Year 11 students will be sitting exams this Summer. 
There will however be some adaptions in some subjects. 

These include: 

• A choice of topics or content on which students will be assessed in GCSE English 
literature, history and geography. 

• Providing advance information on the focus of exams to support students’ revision in 
subjects where there is not a choice of topics. 

• Giving students formulae sheets in GCSE maths and revised equation sheets in GCSE 
combined science and physics. 

• Changing requirements for practical science work and practical art and design 
assessments to ensure fairness. 

Advance information on the focus of summer exam content will be given in early February. 

The DFe also confirmed that in the unlikely event that exams cannot go ahead, students will 
receive teacher-assessed grades instead. These grades would be based on a range of work – 
similar to what happened last summer. 

GCSE exams will happen in May and June with the results day being be held on 25th August 
2022. 

 
Further information can be found on the link below: 

https://website.network.st-edwards.poole.sch.uk/sixth-form/
https://website.network.st-edwards.poole.sch.uk/sixth-form/


 

2 
 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/11/11/exams-in-2022-everything-you-need-to-know/  
 
 
 

Q My son/daughter did not perform well in their December mocks, will this affect their final 

grade? 
The Year 11 exams will be used to inform staff and students of any gaps in their learning. These areas 
will be a focus in lessons and home learning tasks as we move through the next term.  In the event 
that teacher assessment is used to award grades, the Mocks may be used as one part of a larger 
evidence base.   My advice to your son/daughter is to continue to engage fully with their learning and 
to take advantage of every opportunity to demonstrate their growing competence in the subject. 
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ART 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• The externally set task [40%] will not take place. Students will be assessed on their portfolio 
only [100%]. 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Some processes and techniques may not have been offered to students but we have taken 
this into account this year and our yr11 students will not be disadvantaged. 

  
 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• The nature of our subject requires students to complete Practical work. There is a weekly 
after school session on a Thursday where students can spend additional time completing 
portfolio work. 

  
 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• N/A 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/11/11/exams-in-2022-everything-you-need-to-know/
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• The exam board have not yet released any information on changes to the assessment. This 
will come in February and we will communicate this with you. 
 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• The sections of the syllabus being examined will be covered. 
 
 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• Share Point contains revision resources and the students have been provided with a revision 
guide which they keep in their folder. There are also revision resources available to buy on 
Wisepay over the next two weeks. Students have been provided with a letter. 

 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• All resources are accessible on the Business Studies Share Point site. 
 
 
 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• None to the exams themselves. They will provide some guidance on Paper 1 content but I 
would anticipate this to be limited. 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• It hasn’t! The course will be completed as anticipated followed by a period of structured 
revision. 

 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• The department has invested in Revision Guides and Exam Practice Books which every Comp 
Sci student has been loaned a copy of each (to be returned for next year’s students). These 
will be used as part of the structured revision, most likely forming parts of home learning 
tasks. You do not need to purchase anything further. 

 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Unfortunately, as this is a new specification for first examination this year, there are no past 
papers. I will provide students with ample practice using modified versions of the previous 
specification where appropriate. If students would like any more resources then they can 
email/come find me and I will provide whatever I can. 
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DRAMA 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Students may perform monologues, previously not permitted. There will not be a visiting 
examiner, instead, the monologues will be recorded and sent off to the practical examiner. 

• The evaluation of live theatre will be via digital recording. 
 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• All units of the course will have been covered. 
  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• On the students’ Teams page there are exam guides for each unit.  
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/drama-j316-from-2016/assessment/ 
 

GCSE - Drama (9-1) - J316 (from 2016) - OCR 
Exemplar 1 with commentary J316 - Example of a candidate portfolio based on a 

painting as a stimulus. PDF 3MB; Exemplar 2 with commentary J316 - Example of a 

candidate portfolio based on a historical event as the stimulus. PDF 3MB; Exemplar 3 

with commentary J316 - Example of a candidate portfolio based on a news article as the 

stimulus. PDF 1MB; Exemplar 6 with commentary J316 - Example of a ... 

www.ocr.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Parents were sent a letter about the changes to GCSE English Literature last term. In line 
with the requirements from the exam board, AQA, the 19th Century novel has been removed 
from the final examinations (either Jekyll and Hyde or A Christmas Carol). Students will 
continue to study Macbeth, An Inspector Calls, the AQA Anthology of poetry and unseen 
poetry.  

• For English Language, students are still required to sit their additional spoken language 
qualification but we are not required by AQA to record their presentations on video. 

• AQA will give advance information of the English Language Paper 2 exam only. Advance 
information will identify the text types of the unseen reading resources in section A and the 
text type required in the writing task in section B. We are told that this information will be 
published in February at which point we will inform students and parents in writing.  
 
 

  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/drama-j316-from-2016/assessment/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/drama-j316-from-2016/assessment/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
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• Students studied the 19th Century novel predominantly over lockdown which has 
contributed to our decision to remove the text from the final examinations. All other texts 
and skills have been studied in school and we have sufficient time to revise texts and skills 
this year. Our full curriculum intent for English is available on the St Edward’s website: 
https://website.network.st-edwards.poole.sch.uk/english/ 
 

  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• Students will revise skills and the set texts as part of their curriculum and home learning. 

• In addition, students can access revision resources on https://www.gcsepod.com/. All 
students can login using their school email address. This is a particularly useful resource for 
the English Literature texts, including the poetry. 

• We also recommend the exam and text guides provided free of charge on YouTube by Mr 
Bruff. 

• If students wish to buy printed revision guides, they will need to ensure that they choose the 
AQA specific revision guides.  
 
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Most of the AQA website is open to the public and students can find past papers there for 
English Language and English Literature: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse 

• We also have some example past papers, including example answers on our SharePoint 
page: https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/StEdwardsEnglish.  Once on the page, scroll 
down (past the work from home area) to the KS4 area of the site. 

 
 
 

FOOD 

 

What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Only NEA 2 has had to be completed, worth 50% of GCSE grade. NEA1 has been cancelled. 
The final practical exams are on January 20th & 21st. In February the exam board will release 
to teachers areas of the syllabus to prioritise for the exam in June 

 
 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• We will still have time to complete all areas of the syllabus but will finish later than usual. 
We will then begin revision for the paper in June. It is essential that students begin their own 
independent revision now.  

 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• Seneca Learning, a brilliant online revision platform with interactive activities 
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/d59d0e60-4fa8-11e8-bbba-
738ab127bed6  

• On Sharepoint students will find the following resources, please use the links below; 
o AQA FPN Revision check list with RAG test.docx (sharepoint.com) Revision Checklist 
o KO 2020.pptx (sharepoint.com) Knowledge organisers, question & answers complete 
o KO 2020 answers blank.pptx (sharepoint.com) Knowledge organisers questions & 

blank answers 

https://website.network.st-edwards.poole.sch.uk/english/
https://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/StEdwardsEnglish
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/d59d0e60-4fa8-11e8-bbba-738ab127bed6
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/d59d0e60-4fa8-11e8-bbba-738ab127bed6
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/Technology/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B95A63AD5-034A-465D-A167-283BA995C0AF%7D&file=AQA%20FPN%20Revision%20check%20list%20with%20RAG%20test.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/Technology/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD7B6C1A2-A759-478B-AD5E-D2D5106C1D17%7D&file=KO%202020.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/Technology/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB9150932-59F9-4088-A24F-69CCB0211C5B%7D&file=KO%202020%20answers%20blank.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
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o Technology - KO Somerset College - All Documents (sharepoint.com) Topic on a page 
o Technology - Power point presentations - All Documents (sharepoint.com) Revision 

power points 
o https://www.amazon.co.uk/Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question-

Collins/dp/000839928X Collins Revision cards can be bought 
o https://clearrevise.com/titles/aqa-gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/  

Revision Guide that can be bought, approximately £8 

 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Technology - Food exam papers & markschemes - All Documents (sharepoint.com)  

• Past papers & mark schemes 
 
 
  
 

GEOGRAPHY 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

 
8035/1 Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 

• There are no changes to 8035/1: Living with the physical environment. 
8035/2 Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
 
There will be optionality in 8035/2 Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment. 

• Students will answer all questions in Section A: Urban issues, but will then choose 
Section B: The changing economic world, as this is the section we have prepared for, 
and not answer Section C: The challenge of resource management. 
  

• The total time allocation for Paper 2 will be reduced from 1 hour 30 minutes to 1 
hour 15 minutes. 
  

• The total marks for Paper 2 will be reduced from 88 marks to 63 marks (a removal of 
25 marks). 
  

• Sections B will now have weighting worth 30 marks.  
• In Section B, the 9-mark question will be replaced with a 6-mark question. To keep 

the total of 30 marks, 3 marks will be introduced elsewhere in Section B. 
  

• The highest tariff question in Section C will be 6 marks. 
  

 
8035/3 Paper 3: Geographical Applications 

• students won’t need to complete two occasions of fieldwork for their exam  
• students won’t need to answer questions relating to their own fieldwork experience 

because question 5 will be removed from 8035/3 Paper 3: Geographical applications 
  

• because of this, the total marks for 8035/3 Paper 3: Geographical applications will be 
reduced from 76 marks to 56 marks (a removal of 20 marks attached to familiar 

https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/Technology/KS4%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=4Hjf4J&cid=d5563cc1%2D3530%2D4d21%2Dbca4%2De89a4b1c3f6c&RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FTechnology%2FKS4%20Documents%2FYear%2011%2FFood%2FKO%20Somerset%20College&FolderCTID=0x0120005F60F003404B8345854B22361CC20FA8
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/Technology/KS4%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=X5S58F&cid=69b5edae%2D535a%2D4c11%2D8aba%2Deb056b316bf0&FolderCTID=0x0120005F60F003404B8345854B22361CC20FA8&id=%2Fsites%2FTechnology%2FKS4%20Documents%2FYear%2011%2FFood%2FZig%20Zag%20Powerpoints%20%26%20Questions%2FZig%20Zag%20Resources%2FFood%20Tech%20Resources%2FPower%20point%20presentations&viewid=f17f9574%2Dacb1%2D408a%2D98ed%2D3fd1cd386dca
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question-Collins/dp/000839928X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Preparation-Nutrition-Revision-Question-Collins/dp/000839928X
https://clearrevise.com/titles/aqa-gcse-food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585/
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/Technology/KS4%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=ehWZnS&cid=581ef298%2D8856%2D4e6e%2Da67e%2D74677b9a912e&RootFolder=%2Fsites%2FTechnology%2FKS4%20Documents%2FYear%2011%2FFood%20exam%20papers%20%26%20markschemes&FolderCTID=0x0120005F60F003404B8345854B22361CC20FA8
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fieldwork questions) 
  

• there are 3 SPaG marks in question 5 and these will be moved to one of the 6-mark 
questions within Section A (issue evaluation) so that students can still access these 
marks 
  

• the total time allocation for the 8035/3 paper will be reduced from 1 hour 15 minutes 
to 1 hour. 

 
These changes mean that overall: 

• the total marks for the qualification, including optionality in Paper 2 and the 
amendments to Paper 3, will be reduced from 252 to 207. 
  

• although the total number of marks in Paper 2 and Paper 3 have reduced, these 
marks will be scaled up to maintain the usual weightings for each exam (Paper 1 and 
2 - 35%, Paper 3 - 30%) 

 

 
  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Other than preparation with the Pre-release document, that is not sent out until March 2022 
the students have completed all of the taught content of GCSE Geography. 

  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• All Yr 11 GCSE Geography students have been given a CGP revision guide, workbook and 
answer booklet. Revision material for all topics can be found by following links from the 
topic pages located: https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/geography/SitePages/GCSE.aspx 

 
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 
• Past papers (2 sample as well as 2018 and 2019 papers) with corresponding  mark schemes 

can be located from this 
link: https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/geography/SitePages/Exam-technique-and-
skills.aspx 

 
 
 

GRAPHICS & RESISTANT MATERIALS 

 

What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• For the NEA-coursework (50% of the GCSE); Edexcel will not require students to produce a 
final protype. Instead, detailed models will be excepted. As a result, the part of the 
assessment that involves evidence of making a final 'working' protype have been removed 
from the assessment of student work. 

  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• NEA (Non-examined assessment) - will have been affected by students not being in school as 
this is part of the subject that cannot always be done remotely. Consequently, timescales in 
which to complete tasks have been extended and teachers are offering catch-up sessions 

https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/geography/SitePages/GCSE.aspx
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/geography/SitePages/Exam-technique-and-skills.aspx
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/geography/SitePages/Exam-technique-and-skills.aspx
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afterschool each week to support students who may have fallen behind or have big gaps in 
their coursework.  

 
• Missing theoretical based lessons will have also created gaps in knowledge, which will 

impact on student confidence/comprehension in the subject moving towards exams. Once 
the NEA has been completed catch-up sessions after school will switch to supporting 
students preparing for their final exam and will allow students to close the gap on areas they 
may have missed. 

  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• SENECA learning online VLE (Virtual learning environment) 

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/  classroom code:t1po6lzzck (for Resistant Materials) 

• BBC bitesize  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zb6h92p 

• Technology student.com 

• https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/NEW_GCSE3.html 

• Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Design and Technology (Hodder education) revision guide 

  
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Individual student folders which include previous Mock papers taken in during the course 

• Teams page for the course 

• Edexcel website 
 
 
 
 

HISTORY 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic?  

• Students are studying 3 rather than 4 units. 
  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course?  

• The course is due to be completed this term, allowing sufficient time for revision and 
consolidation of content delivered during periods of remote learning. 

  
What resources are available for my child to revise?  

• Revision guides have been made available and can still be purchased if required. There are 
resources on SharePoint for all three units: Conflict & Tension; Germany, Democracy and 
Dictatorship; Elizabethan 
England.  https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/StEdwardsHistory2/SitePages/KS4.aspx 
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision?  

• Past papers, sample mark schemes, examiners reports and sample answers can also be 
found on SharePoint or directly via this link to the KS4 History 
Padlet https://padlet.com/sara_sinaguglia/sjokd5iaihhy 

 

AQA GCSE History 8145 - Padlet 
Sample assessment material; sample mark schemes and student overviews 

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zb6h92p
https://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/NEW_GCSE3.html
https://sted365.sharepoint.com/sites/StEdwardsHistory2/SitePages/KS4.aspx
https://padlet.com/sara_sinaguglia/sjokd5iaihhy
https://padlet.com/sara_sinaguglia/sjokd5iaihhy
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padlet.com 

 
 
 
 

MATHS 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Students will receive a Maths formula Sheet and have already seen this during their mock 
exams 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Remote learning, isolations and illness have meant that students may have missed a 
proportion of the course.  We have attempted to mitigate this via remote learning and work 
set for periods outside the classroom.  Most recently we provided each student with 
individualised guided learning support form mock exanimations which highlight topic areas 
that need revision.  

 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• All students have been emailed personalised feedback sheet for them to use as a revision aid 

• Every question topic that was assessed during the November Mock has been colour coded 
according to how they scored in the exams. This is to enable them to evaluate their progress 
and focus on the topics that need to be improved rather than the overall score/grade.  Every 
time students focus and improve on a topic their grade improves.  

• Please use the feedback sheet alongside the HM clip numbers given. Below are some other 
links and websites that pupils may find useful in your revision. 

o https://corbettmaths.com/more/practice_papers/ 
o https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html 
o https://www.mathsduck.co.uk/ 
o https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6vg9j6 

• Maths Teachers are here to support also. If there are topics students are struggling with 
please ask! Teacher can then set specific tasks, guide and direct students on how to improve 
in that area. 

• Revision sessions have already started and are every Thursday. Topics will be shared each 
week via Teams so students should refer to their feedback sheet to make they attend the 
sessions most important to them.   
 

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• In addition to the links below Edexcel have lots of past papers for students to use. 
o https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-

papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-
1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-
Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths 

 
 
 
 
 

https://corbettmaths.com/more/practice_papers/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://www.mathsduck.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6vg9j6
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html?Qualification-Family=GCSE&Qualification-Subject=Mathematics%20(9-1)%20from%202015&Status=Pearson-UK:Status%2FLive&Specification-Code=Pearson-UK:Specification-Code%2Fgcse15-maths
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 
 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• The writing exam has been lengthened by 5 minutes and a wider choice of questions offered 
so that students are more likely to be able to answer on topics of their choice.  

• Vocabulary from outside the specification is no longer required for listening and reading 
exams, making revision easier and exam content more predictable for students. 

• Advance information on what exams will cover will be released by 7th February 2022. 
 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Despite the periods of remote learning we will complete the courses in full in advance of the 
examination period. 

 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• All students have been given a CGP Revision Guide to support their preparation (to be 
returned before the end of the exam period). 

• Students have access to the full course online through Kerboodle. 

• Our departmental SharePoint site has links to a variety of useful resources to facilitate 
revision of vocabulary and exam preparation. Students are aware of these having been 
directed towards them throughout the course. 
 

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Links to past papers can also be found via links on our SharePoint site. 
 
 
 

MUSIC 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Students are able to produce one less piece for music product and composition unit.  
 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Students are on track to complete the course by Easter.  
  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• All exam units have been completed so there is no revision needed, for home learning 
students need to focus on GIL workbook tasks and completing coursework.  
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• All exam units have been completed so no practice papers needed.  
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PE GCSE 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Students only need to submit 2 sports instead of 3 
• The lack of competitive sport has been taken into consideration for assessment 
• Advance information on what exams will cover will be released shortly. 

  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• We will finish the course in time for the exams 
  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• All students have been offered a revision guide and exam practice book 
• Students have access to the full online course via our self made podcasts 
• Our Teams page has all the resources and booklets linking to the course 
• Students have been given all previous exam questions and answers  

  
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• Students have been given all previous exam questions 
 
 

PE OCR National 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• Units can be reviewed upon entry 
• Yr 10 work has been submitted and achieved 

  
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• The students are on track to finish the course 
  
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• The departmental SharePoint site has links to a variety of useful resources that will help the 
students in completing the course. 
  

Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 
• Not needed for this course. 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• As yet, there have been no adaptations announced for RE.  There is a suggestion that there 
may be guidance issued regarding which topics to prioritise for revision or that exam boards 
may be asked to exclude some areas of the specification when setting questions.  Although 
we are bearing this in mind, we are assuming that we will need to prepare students to 
answer questions on the entire specification and students should ensure that they have 
revised all areas of the specification thoroughly.  We have been assured that the grade 
boundaries will reflect the difficulties that students have experienced during the course.  We 
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will, of course, keep students up to date with any further guidance that is issued by the 
DfE/Ofqual or the exam board (further information is expected by 7th February). 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• Students that were able to engage with remote learning in the period(s) of school closure 
and have kept up to date with lessons whilst they have had to switch to remote learning 
during periods of self-isolation will have completed all areas of the course in time to allow 
plenty of time for revision.  However, we recognise that this has been challenging for some 
students and there will be gaps in their knowledge and understanding so we are currently 
developing a structured revision programme in RE that will be completed during RE 
lessons.  This will start when all classes have finished the last unit of study and will focus on 
helping students to revise the topics that were taught remotely and on other specific areas 
of the specification where students’ performance in the recent internal examinations have 
suggested that this is needed.  However, it must be made clear to students that to succeed 
in their RE GCSE they must complement what they do in these revision lessons with a 
thorough revision programme. 
 

What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• Many students have purchased the recommended revision guide that has been written to go 
alongside the exact GCSE course that we study in school.  If any student still wishes to 
purchase it can be ordered online from a variety of retailers.  The ISBN number for this 
revision guide is 9781510414624. 

• Alternatively, there are a number of summary sheets and other revision resources that are 
available via your child’s RE teacher (many of these have been published on Teams). 

• There are also a number of useful revision websites (see below) that students can use to 
prepare for their RE GCSE examinations. 

o https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/e25138c0-e857-41d4-894c-
3d9c3b18a914/section/9cfaa309-f7fd-4d8c-addd-94258e3076a7/session 

o https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv 
o http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/index.htm 

 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• The GCSE RE specification and past papers and mark schemes can be found on the exam 
board website at the following website: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-
studies-gcse/#tab_overview Please note that students follow EDUQAS GCSE Religious 
Studies Route A and for Component 3 (Study of a World Faith) we have opted to study 
Judaism. 

 
 
 

SCIENCE 

 
What adaptations have the DfE/Ofqual made to your GCSE/BTEC exams in response to the 
pandemic? 

• For 2022 Summer exams only students will be issued with a complete set of physics 
equations. There is no requirement for students (of GCSE Combined Science or Triple 
Science – Physics) to learn any of the equations as all are provided on the formula sheet: 

• GCSE Combined Science - https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-8464-8465-
ES-INS.PDF  

• GCSE Physics - https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/AQA-8463-ES-INS.PDF 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/e25138c0-e857-41d4-894c-3d9c3b18a914/section/9cfaa309-f7fd-4d8c-addd-94258e3076a7/session
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/e25138c0-e857-41d4-894c-3d9c3b18a914/section/9cfaa309-f7fd-4d8c-addd-94258e3076a7/session
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z68sjhv
http://www.rsrevision.com/GCSE/index.htm
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-8464-8465-ES-INS.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-8464-8465-ES-INS.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/physics/AQA-8463-ES-INS.PDF
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• There are no formula sheets for biology or chemistry exam papers so students will need to 
learn all formulae for these examinations. Announcements on the changes for 2022 are 
made here: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-
8464/changes-for-2022. 

• Exam boards will publish what content will be assessed in the examinations on Monday 7th 
February 2022 to support the revision process. 

 
How will periods of remote learning have affected the completion of the course? 

• There has been no impact on our timescale for delivery due to remote learning, students 
have covered all material as they would in any normal year. 

 
What resources are available for my child to revise? 

• Students in Year 11 all have CGP revision guides issued to them to use in school or at home. 
They also have been issued with 10-minute test booklets to support with any catch-up from 
the impact of remote learning. Students often find the following websites useful: 

• https://cognitoedu.org/home.html  

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/  

• https://www.gcsepod.com/ (Requires school username and password) 
 
Where can my child find past papers to support revision? 

• AQA GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) – 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-
resources  

• AQA GCSE Biology – https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-
8461/assessment-resources  

• AQA GCSE Chemistry – https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-
8462/assessment-resources  

• AQA GCSE Physics - https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-
8463/assessment-resources  
 

 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/changes-for-2022
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/changes-for-2022
https://cognitoedu.org/home.html
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463/assessment-resources

