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3rd January 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, may I wish you all a happy new year. I hope that the Christmas break has provided a special space and 
time with loved ones. 
 
I am writing to update you regarding COVID measures in schools. You may have heard of a Government 
announcement via the BBC yesterday that students are required to wear masks in lessons, unless they are 
exempt, and that this will be reviewed on January 26th.  
 
For this reason, I would be grateful if you could ensure that your child brings a clean mask to school every day, 
and that you also sustain the practice of regular lateral flow testing at home. If your child is medically exempt, 
then please can they wear their lanyard prominently. This is so that staff, who have the responsibility of 
reducing risk to students and themselves by implementing current guidance, can see clearly who should be 
wearing a mask. 
 
We were fortunate not to have had to close the school to any year groups last term. This was due in no small 
measure to staff going above and beyond, and your support for what we are trying to do as a school. Given the 
current uncertainties, there may yet be the need to move to remote learning for some or all year groups, and 
please can I ask that you have contingency plans in place just in case this should be needed as a last resort. We 
will continue to make school as normal as possible for our students, despite operating conditions being anything 
but normal, and so I ask again for your patience and understanding.  
 
A reminder that tomorrow we are expecting years 7,10,11 and 6th Form in at their designated times, as 
communicated in Mr Barnett’s letter before Christmas. On Wednesday, years 8 and 9 will also return, again, at 
their designated times. The staggered start will enable us to undertake lateral flow tests with those students 
whose family have given permission. I must record our deep gratitude to the many volunteers who give their 
time again and again to make this large-scale testing possible.  
 
There will come a time when COVID isn’t so significantly at the forefront of planning and communications; and 
ahead of us as a school there are so many exciting opportunities in the year ahead. We all look forward to seeing 
you as the year unfolds, and wish you and your families every blessing as we move into 2022. 
 
With all good wishes, 
 
 
 
Mr M Antram 
Headteacher 
 
 


